
MINUTES

of the

COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

May 6, 2022

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI. STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. KALANA O MAUI BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII AND ONLINE VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2022, BEGINNING
AT 9:02 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L LEE PRESIDING.

CHAIR LEE: Will the Council meeting of May 6, please come to order. May 6, 2022.

Good morning, everybody. This is our hybrid meeting. I see a number of people in the
Chambers, which is great. We will all be transitioning back at some point. I'm trying
the Elle Cochran look today, except without the tree, only a couple of flowers. Just
kidding, just kidding, Elle.

Madam Clerk, roll call.

ROLL CALL

COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Shane Sinencl.

CHAIR LEE: We'll come back to him.

COUNTY CLERK: I'll come back to him. Sorry.

Councilmember Mike Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Aloha and good morning. Madam Chair, and to everyone else
joining us for our Council meeting here today. For the record. I'm broadcasting live
from the Council Chambers here In Wailuku. And we have no one that has reported
for testimony out in our District Office In Pala. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Aloha. Madam, Madam Clerk, the morning greeting is from Turkey, and it's
merhaba. Proceed, Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Gabe Johnson.
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COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON; Aloha. Chair and Councilmembers. Merhaba to you. lam
home alone in my workspace and there are no testifiers in the Lanai District Office.
Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE; Good morning.

COUNTY CLERK; Councilmember Tamara Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN; Aloha kakahiaka and merhaba kakou. I'm in the Council

Chambers, so 1 don't need to say who's here. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE; Okay. Anybody in your Lahaina Office?

COUNTY CLERK; Councilmember Yuki Lei Sugimura.

CHAIR LEE; Okay. Alright.

COUNTY CLERK; Councilmember Yuki Lei Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; Good morning, everybody. Merhaba. I'm so happy that
our Chambers are full. It's alive. And 1 look forward to a very productive Council
meeting. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE; Good morning.

COUNTY CLERK; Council Pro Temp Tasha Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA; Good morning. Chair. I am in the Chambers, but I'm having
technical difficulties. But my body is here, and  I have all these witnesses to say. Good
morning.

CHAIR LEE; Okay. Mr. Sinenci is back.

COUNTY CLERK; Councilmember Shane Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI; Merhaba, Chair. Merhaba, Chair and aloha kakahiaka. We're

here at 200 South High Street on the 8th floor. Nice to see everybody. Aloha la
Poalima.
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CHAIR LEE; Good morning.

COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Kelly Takaya King.

CHAIR LEE: Excused.

COUNTY CLERK: Council Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha kakahiaka. Chair, my Maui nui a kama. Let's
see, I guess 1 don't have to announce I'm at the County Building on the 8th floor in our
Chambers. It's very weird, but kind of cool to be with everyone again. And the Molokai
District Office is reporting no testifiers. Hauoli la Poalima. Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Alright, good morning. And I am your Chair Alice Lee.

COUNCILMEMBERS SHANE M. SINENCI, MICHAEL J.
MOLINA, GABRIEL JOHNSON, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, NATALIE A. KAMA, VICE-CHAIR
KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND CHAIR ALICE L.

PRESENT:

LEE.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER KELLY T. KING.

(Councilmember King was not present during roll call; however, she arrived at the
meeting at 10:02 a.m.)

CHAIR LEE: And merhaba, everyone. We have, what, eight people here in the meeting, one
excused; Member King, who will be join, joining us in about, oh, 20 to 30 minutes.

Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK; Chair, a quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

For the record, I am County Clerk-

CHAIR LEE: Kathy, can you speak a little louder, please?

COUNTY CLERK: -Kathy Kaohu. Also present from the Office of the County Clerk are
Deputy County Clerk James Krueger; and Legislative Division staff Joyce Murashige,
Lauren Saldana, and Dell Yoshida.
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Joining the meeting from the Department of Corporation Counsel is First Deputy
Corporation Counsel Richelle Thomson.

CHAIR LEE;

Sugimura.
Members, opening remarks will be provided by Councilmember Yuki Lei

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Yuki Lei Sugimura.

CHAIR LEE; Thank you. Thank you very much.

Alright, Members, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Ready?

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE; Before we proceed with today's agenda, may I please request that everyone
keep your microphones muted unless it is your time to speak. Decorum shall be
maintained at all times.

And Members, remember to turn off your mics on your, if you're using your devices.
Okay, cause the chamber mic is sufficient.

Presentation of testimony, Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK; Chair, we currently have two members signed up for the ceremonial
resolutions. And our first testifier is Stacey Moniz. To be followed by Kimberlyn Scott.

CHAIR LEE; Madam Clerk, could you speak a little bit louder, okay? Closer to the mic. Thank
you.
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PRESENTATION OF ORAL TESTIMONY

MS. STACEY MONIZ (testifying on Resolution No. 22-113):

Aloha. I'm sorry, I thought we would testify right before the resolution. So, sorry, had
to run around here. Good morning. My name is Stacey Moniz and as a lot of you
know, I spent a good portion of my life working against violence against women. And
excuse me.

In 2019, I was blessed to go to a event called Tribal Journeys or Canoe Journeys. It
was a three-week long canoe paddle from Washington, within Washington State. And
tribes from all over Oregon, Washington, Alaska, Canada paddled and converged over
a three-week period. And we stopped at reservation after reservation and did
protocols. And there were tribes from all over the Pacific Northwest, who carried with
them dresses of their loved daughters, sisters, who had been missing or murdered.
And it was very, very powerful and very touching to me.

And while we were there, Kimokeo, whom many of you know, said to me, do we have
this on Maui? And I said no, we don't. And he said, we need to make this happen on
Maui. And so, in an amazing convergence of events, one of our MMIW Maui co
founders Lisa Rivera, Sacred Rider, had gone to Sturgis, which is a big motorcycle ride
where they had a Medicine Wheel Ride for missing and murdered indigenous women.
So, the Litas of Maui coordinated a bike ride in the middle of pandemic, in 2020, in the
middle of my own personal chemotherapy, we all converged to do a bike ride to honor
and recognize missing and murdered indigenous women.

And so, this is our third year, and this was the first time we did a sign waving rally
yesterday on Kaahumanu Avenue. You might've seen us there. And then, today's
resolution. I'm so grateful to Councilmember Johnson for taking this on. And then,
tomorrow we have the third annual MMIW Bike Ride Medicine Wheel Ride Maui.

So, this is not a new thing. Missing and murdered indigenous women started with war.
Women have always been spoils of war since war began, since colonization began.
All over the planet, women have suffered and been taken, and murdered. Certainly,
it's not limited to women. I spoke with Kimberlyn Scott, who does a lot of advocacy for
missing people here. There are a lot of missing native men as well, children,
transgender. So, but overwhelmingly, internationally, it's still women who suffer the
most.
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So, 1 want to say my own personal mahalo to everybody for recognizing this. Today is
a great day to be wearing red. And 1 recognize that not everybody came prepared for
our particular event. But it's a great day to wear red. So, thank you so much for your,
for your time and attention to this issue.

CHAIR LEE; Members, are there any questions for the testifier?

Member Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; ! don't really have a question, but 1 just want to say it's nice
to see you, Stacey, and continue on with, with all of your advocacy. Thank you.

MS. MONIZ; Oh, mahalo. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE; Anyone else?

COUNTY CLERK; Our next-

CHAIR LEE; Urn.

COUNTY CLERK; Our next testifier-

CHAIR LEE; Madam Clerk. Actually we should have waited for, you know, the next resolution

COUNTY CLERK; The other reso.

CHAIR LEE; -to take that, those testimonies.

COUNTY CLERK; Okay, we can.

CHAIR LEE; So, let's wait, unless there's more testifiers. Are there more testifiers?

COUNTY CLERK; There's just one more testifier.

CHAIR LEE; Yeah, if, if she doesn't mind waiting for the next, when we bring up that
resolution?

COUNTY CLERK; Okay.

CHAIR LEE; Okay?
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COUNTY CLERK: So, we can proceed with this first ceremonial resolution.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION
NO. 22-112

CONGRATULATING LIANA FERREIRA AND
JAHLIA MIGUEL OF H.P. BALDWIN HIGH

SCHOOL, MIKAH LABUANAN OF
KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS MAUI, AND

CATHERINE ASAMI AND TEANI MEDEIROS-
MAIELUA OF LAHAINALUNA HIGH SCHOOL
FOR WINNING STATE TITLES AT THE 2022

TEXACO/HHSAA STATE WRESTLING
CHAMPIONSHIP

CHAIR LEE; Councilmember Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN; Thank you, Chair.

I MOVE TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 22-112.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA:

SECOND.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. It's been moved by Councilmember Paltin, seconded by Member
Sugimura, to adopt Resolution 22-112. Discussion?

Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you, Chair. May I please read the resolution in its
entirety?

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Please proceed.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)
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CHAIR LEE: Tasha.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I just wanted to mention that Jahlia Miguel couldn't make it
today, cause she's competing in wrestling in Las Vegas. And with one senior in the
group, Liana Ferreira, congratulations to her for persevering through the COVID
pandemic to graduate this year. And we expect to see great things from the other four,
who are not yet seniors. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE; Thank you. Any more discussion?

Member Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA; Mahalo, Madam Chair. I'd like to offer my congratulations to
these wonderful, wonderful hardworking student athletes. And 1 have a special
appreciation for wrestling, cause I wrestled back in high school, but nowhere near as
good as these young athletes. And it is hard. Wrestling is hard. Tough to win the MIL
championship first, then you got to go to Oahu and perform away from home with all
the pressure that goes with it, and the academic responsibilities. So, this is quite an
accomplishment for these young student athletes.

And much congratulations not only to them, but to their coaches, to the parents and to
the schools. And although they're from different schools, everyone is still ohana,
especially when you go off island. So, everyone here in Maui County is proud of the
accomplishments of these youngsters. So, keep up the good work. You folks have a
good future ahead of you. And use all of the values and lessons that you learn from
wrestling, and apply it to life later on, and you'll continue to be a success. Mahalo,
Madam Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Yes, Member Sugimura?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. Chair. Thank you very much, Tamara Paltin,
for bringing this forward. And I wanted to also congratulate the many, many families,
parents, who stand by your kids to make sure that they take every step forward to be
a success. So, congratulations to the coaches, to the principals, everybody. But I just
wanted to get my heartfelt gratitude to the parents who stand behind all their kids to
make this happen. So, I fully support this resolution.

CHAIR LEE: Any more discussion?

Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.
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VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair,
hoomaikai to all the wrestlers, the coaches, and of course, the parents for all their
support. . . . that I'll be able to provide lei that Councilmember Paltin . . .

I, too, would like to extend a

I, I also wanted to quickly bring up a procedural matter. So, we didn't close public
testimony. And it's not procedurally appropriate to take action on any item on any
motion that we make until public testimony is closed. And if you would like to get a
second opinion from our staff, I would encourage you to. Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Well, the staff already advised me of that. You see, Members, the issue is there
was a request to have the second resolution separated from the first resolution,
because of the subject matter. They are very different. One is more congratulatory,
the other one is more somber. And so, that's the reason why I decided to separate the
testimony. Because the testimony for the next resolution is way different from this
resolution. So, that's the reason why. And that request came yesterday to me. And
the idea was to call a recess between the two resolution. And we didn't have an

opportunity to do that, because no one told me that there were going to be two testifiers
on the second resolution. So, that's why we have this little conundrum. So, at this
point, I am going to call a recess to make sure that we handle this appropriately, and
that we follow the current procedures. Although,  I highly doubt that a congratulatory,
congratulatory resolution carries that much weight in terms of procedure.

So, five minutes, let's say till 9:35, we will be in recess.

(THE MEETING WAS RECESSED BY THE CHAIR AT 9:25 A.M. , AND WAS RECONVENED
AT 9:37 A.M., WITH ALL MEMBERS PRESENT, EXCEPT MEMBER KING, EXCUSED.)

CHAIR LEE: Will the Council meeting of May 6, 2022, please reconvene. So, alright.
Members, this is what we're going to do. Yesterday, we had a meeting actually on this
matter, and we were, 1 wasn't informed of ail of the facts. So, this is why we ended up
with this confusion over the testimony. So, now what we are going to do is I'm going
to ask you if you have any objections to closing public testimony on the first resolution,
which is 22-112? Any objections. Members?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR LEE: No objections. So, ordered. Now we will take the vote, and then, let me explain
the whole step, all the steps. We'll take the vote on the resolution. We will call up
those who wish to speak on the resolution. And at some point. Member Paltin is going
to request a recess, so that they can take pictures. And then, we will take up the
second resolution. Alright?
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So, anymore comments on the Resolution 22-112? Okay, none. All those in favor of
the mo, of the motion, please raise your hand and say "aye".

COUNCILMEMBERS JOHNSON, KAMA, MOLINA,
PALTIN, SINENCl, SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR
RAWLiNS-FERNANDEZ, AND CHAIR LEE.

AYES:

NOES: NONE.

COUNCILMEMBER KING.EXCUSED:

CHAIR LEE: Okay, eight "ayes", zero "noes", one "excused": Member King. Motion carries.
Very good.

Now, Member Paltin, would you like to call up some of the people who would like to
speak on the matter?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Sure thing. Chair. If there's any of the parents, or athletes, or
coaches who would like to say a few words, we'd love to have you up at the podium.
And then, afterwards, we can give you your resolutions and lei. So, so we have a few
people coming down.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Great.

COACH ZANE MONTELEONE: Board members, thank you so much for having us this
evening, I mean, this morning. The girls had an amazing season this year. It was
really, really amazing seeing the whistle being blown again. And having about a year-
and-a-half away from our wrestlers, it was definitely a time for us as a coaching staff
to really come together and realize how much we love coaching. This year for me
would be my 20th season, so being part of the Lahainaluna staff, and the Lahainaluna
High School, and all the tradition that comes with it, I definitely hope that my children
and my athletes never see that break again. And we're really happy to be back. And
I want to introduce you to Teani and Catherine.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, Coach? Coach? Coach, could you please state your name for the record
please, and all the others coming up to the microphone, please?

COACH MONTELEONE: Thank you. First name Zane, last name Monteleone, co-head
coach at Lahainaluna High School.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

COACH MONTELEONE: Thank you.

MS. TEANI MEDEIROS-MAIELUA: Hello. My name is Teani. I go to Lahainaluna High
School. I want to start off for my speech for thanking God for this opportunity I was
given and this path that I'm on right now. As a student-athlete for all the challenges
now at, wait, for all of the challenges and losses I went through to get to where I want
to be as State Champion, i want to thank my coaches, and my amazing and beautiful
teammates, my family, and my community members of Lahaina for all their support
over the years. And I'm very grateful for each and every one of them. They've taught
me a lot and helped me achieve my goals through all the ups and downs. I cannot
wait to see what next year has to offer. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

MS. CATHERINE ASAMl: Hi. My name is Catherine, and I'm a Lahainaluna wrestler. I would
like to say thank you to my coaches, my teammates, and my parents, and my
community for their support. This is a huge accomplishment, and ! am proud to
represent Lahainaluna High School and my community. When I first started wrestling
in sixth grade, i used to cry after every match, and I hated it. To know I've grown over
the years, and now I'm a State Champion, and I have found my love and passion for
the sport that, and I'm very proud. Thank you all for taking the time today to recognize
all of us wrestlers with this honor.

CHAIR LEE: Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: We might have a couple more testifiers coming on down.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

COACH MICHAEL LABUANAN: Aloha. Thank you so much for recognizing the wrestlers.
My name is Mike Labuanan. I'm the head coach for Kamehameha Schools Maui. I'm
also father of a freshman State Champion. And just want to say thank you. And i know
ail the hard work and dedication that all the wrestlers have put into becoming the

champion or becoming just competitive. After the year break, which was horrible for
all of them, it's awesome to have you guys recognize them. And congratulations.
Mikah didn't have anything written down, or we didn't know anything about a speech.
So, as well as Liana from Baldwin. Her coach is not here, but I'll represent her as well.
She needs to be, but both of them not ready to talk, so thank you again.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair. Can I request a
procedural matter?

quick recess for a

CHAIR LEE: Certainly. Members, let's take a five minute recess,
five minutes. Recess.

So, we'll return in

(THE MEETING WAS RECESSED BY THE CHAIR AT 9:45 A.M., AND WAS RECONVENED
AT 9:52 A.M., WITH ALL MEMBERS PRESENT, EXCEPT MEMBER KING. EXCUSED.)

CHAIR LEE: Will the May 6 Council meeting of 2022 please reconvene.

Now, Members, we will be taking up the next resolution. But before that, let's complete
the testimony.

Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Our next testifier is Kimberlyn Scott. To be followed by Prairie Rose
Seminole.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

PRESENTATION OF ORAL TESTIMONY

MS. KIMBERLYN SCOTT (testifying on Resolution No. 22-1131:

Aloha. Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. SCOTT; Okay. Aloha. Councilmembers. I am testifying in strong support of Resolution
22-113, which is a resolution requesting the recognition of May 5, as an International
Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women.

CHAIR LEE; Ms. Scott, could you, could you say your name, for the record, please?

MS. SCOTT: Yes. Kimberlyn Scott.
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CHAIR LEE: Okay. Thank you.

MS. SCOTT: I've been an, I was actually going to say that next. My name is Kimberlyn Scott,
and I have been an advocate for the missing and their families for the past eight years
here on Maui, specifically, although I do work out of State upon occasion.

As such, I would first of all like to thank Stacey Moniz for bringing this to the attention
of the Council. This is a very important subject. I'd also like to apologize that I'm not
in red in support. But I'm actually testifying from Seattle, because my daughter just
had my grandson, who is wearing red in honor of the indigenous women here, and
hopefully, he'll stay quiet for a second. Anyway,  I just want to say that I'm in full support
of this. There's everything to gain by passing this resolution, and nothing to lose. The
attention is needed and, on this subject, and this day of awareness will help do this.
So, I, I really can't think of a single reason not to pass this resolution. And I hope that
you all do. So, thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Thank you for all your work. Members, are there any questions for
the testifier? If not, thank you very much, and congratulations on the newborn.

MS. SCOTT: Thank you. Aloha, everyone.

CHAIR LEE: Aloha. Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, our next testifier is Prairie Rose Seminole.

CHAIR LEE: You're unmuted. I mean, you're muted. You're muted.

MS. PRAIRIE ROSE SEMINOLE (testifyinq on Resolution No. 22-113):

Okay. Now can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. SEMINOLE: Yay. I'm away from my homelands as well. I'm from western North Dakota.
My name is Prairie Rose Seminole. . . . Good morning to all the people, even though
it's afternoon where I am, currently. But I know you are in the morning there. I call in
support of this resolution, as well, 22-113 for May 5, the International Day of
Awareness.

Many of us wear red. I'm wearing my protective red beads here. Red is protection.
Some say it is the blood of our ancestors. It is  a color for us and my culture, that the
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spirits can see. So, when we do awareness, and when we do teaching, and we do our
own healing, we wear red, whether it's red paint or red clothing. Cause when we wear
it, we walk with our ancestors.

Honoring May 5, as an awareness day also honors our relatives. Honoring our missing
and murdered relatives means honoring their loved ones, our loved ones who are still
here. This is a personal healing journey for myself, as my sister was missing, we later
found her. She's incarcerated because of, being trafficked doesn't mean that you're a
victim here, it means that you're a prostitute. So, she's on her own healing journey
here. But we also lost a nephew, whose body we recovered two years ago, as a
missing person. And there's been no investigation.

(Councilmember King arrived at the meeting at 10:02 a.m.)

MS. SEMINOLE; So, just as a movement, it's a movement, and nature, a healing journey.
Cause many of our relatives who go missing and many of our families. I know it sounds
outrageous, but the majority of women and children, and victims never see their
abusers, or rapists brought to justice. And this is unacceptable. You have the statistics
in front of you for the islands that you have in your territories. And for us, it's very
similar. The rate of violence in our community is perpetrated by non-natives who visit
here. And for us, in western North Dakota, it's the oil-

But I, I fully support this move by the Council, because your advocacy, our advocacy
starts local. Law enforcement has means to perpetuate and process murderers, but
not often the missing. And so, that, that comes from us as community members, as
family members, to not only raise awareness, but to remember our lost ones and to
continue that journey of honoring. So, with that. I'll end my testimony, but I'll be here
for questions, if needed.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you very much. Members?

Councilmember Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you, Chair. No questions for Ms. Prairie Rose
Seminole. I just wanted to thank her for coming on and sharing her mana'o this
morning, this afternoon in Chicago, where she's at. And I appreciate her coming. Her
work has been with native and indigenous people in government, local government,
and in policies. So, and she's also visited us at the Pu'ukohola Heiau with her native
and indigenous groups. So, I appreciate her coming on today and nice to see you.
Prairie Rose. Thank you.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you for that information. Members, any more comments or questions?
If not--

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Chair?

CHAIR LEE: -mahalo.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Chair? Chair, I know you can't see me, but-

CHAIRLEE: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: --so, my hands not raised, so if you don't mind, I-

CHAIRLEE: Of course.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: -just like to interrupt you and ask.

CHAIR LEE: Go ahead. Pro Temp Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Thank you very much for coming on and speaking
to us today. I can feel the pain in your heart, and I want you to know that this resolution
today has been taken with very serious outlook. And we here . . . am very proud to
have you before us, and very happy to support all your initiatives. And we'll continue
to do the same here. Thank you so very much. So, my question is how many years
have you been doing this kind of work?

MS. SEMINOLE: I appreciate that question. Thank you. I've been doing this the better part
of the last 15 years. I started as awareness and advocacy prior to it affecting my own
family. In western North Dakota, we saw a surge in population in the early 2000s,
2006, 2008, that timeframe, because oil was, was found, well not found. They knew it
was there but it started to become developed in our communities.

Within a short timeframe of about three to four years, the increase of human trafficking
crime, and outsiders coming in perpetrating violent crime, non-natives on our native
women and children increased by over 400 percent. And so, we started at the local
level to establish some measures of justice. And it had complicated conversations
about jurisdiction with law enforcement, because at that time we didn't have the
Violence Against Women Act provisions that allowed for tribal police to have jurisdiction
over non-natives. And that's really where my. my fight started, was the increased—

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you.
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MS. SEMINOLE: --awareness that this is happening to our community members. The
increase in extra, extra money, really expendable income because the oil jobs also
brought more wealth into our communities meant that family members were doing
extracurriculars that led to harmful behaviors such as drug use and, and abuse. And
addiction just spiraled out of control amongst our own members. But most who
perpetrated the violent crimes were non-natives within our territories. So--

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you.

MS. SEMINOLE: -for the better of the last, geez,  I guess it's almost 20 years really when
you think about it, it's 2022 now, we started moving at State levels. And it was only
recently in the last few election cycles that we got a native representative in our State
Legislature, where we could pass actions at the State-level to have some accountability
within State government structure to, to search for our missing people.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you so very much. And I so do appreciate your testimony
this morning. Thank you.

MS. SEMINOLE: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Pro Temp Kama. Any more questions for Ms. Rose? If not, thank
you very, very much for your testimony and for joining us this morning. Aloha.

MS. SEMINOLE: Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Madam Clerk, do we have any more testifiers?

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, there are no more testifiers signed up to testify on this reso.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Members, any objections to closing testimony on public testimony?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Alright. So, ordered. Public testimony on this resolution is closed and
all ceremonial resolutions.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDE2: Chair?

CHAIR LEE: Yes? Yes, Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez?



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
May 6, 2022
Page 17

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. I just, I wasn't sure if you could see
Member King on your screen. But if you wanted to acknowledge Member King.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, thank you very much. Good morning, Ms. King,

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Good morning. Chair. And thank you for that, Vice-Chair. I had
a very fruitful and long meeting with the HSAC board this morning, so I apologize for
being late. But glad I got to catch the tail-end of the testimony on the second resolution,
because it's very near and dear to my heart, subject. And I didn't see a greeting in the
chat. So, I'm not sure what-

CHAIR LEE: There, there is one. It's mer, merhab, merhaba.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Merhaba. Aloha, kakahiaka to everyone.

CHAIR LEE: And-

COUNCILMEMBER KING: . . . this morning from my house. I would have liked to have joined
my colleagues in the Chamber, but I'm a little worried about leaving tomorrow for
international travel and being around a lot of people today in the Chambers. So, I
decided to work from here. There were no testifiers at our district office this morning.
And I think that's all. Oh, my husband is in an adjoining room.

CHAIR LEE: Well, with your busy schedule, I’m glad to see you're wearing red. You
remembered to put red on.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: lam. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Alright, Madam Clerk, continue, please with the resolution.

RESOLUTION
NO. 22-113

RECOGNIZING MAY 5, 2022, AS
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF AWARENESS FOR
MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGENOUS

WOMEN AND GIRLS

CHAIR LEE: Member Johnson.
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COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you, Chair.

I MOVE TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 22-113.

COUNCILMEMBER KING:

SECOND.

CHAIR LEE: Moved by Member Johnson, second by Member King, to adopt Resolution 22-
113.

Member Johnson, discussion?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair. Without objections, I would like to read the
resolution in its entirety.

CHAIR LEE: Any objections. Members?

If not, please proceed.

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you. Thank you, Members. Thank you. Chair.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I, thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Discussion, Member Johnson?

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Discussion? Okay, so this issue that missing and murdered
indigenous women is an emergency first came to light in Canada in 2016, when Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau established a national public inquiry later describing missing
and murdered indigenous women as a Canadian national crisis. Domestic violence
and human trafficking advocates in the United States and other countries recognize
that it's not only affecting Canadian women and girls, and started with an international
awareness campaign. However, they soon realized that statistics across the U.S. were
difficult to gather and even more challenging here in Hawaii.

In 2020 the Hawaiian Legislature created a Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
Task Force, mentioned in the . . . paragraph of this morning's resolution. It's a positive
step forward, as the task force seeks to investigate, analyze, and correct law


